Leadership Communications..

· Congregational Vote next week to affirm the 10:00am worship time. The recommendation is to keep the 10am worship time that was used for this summer as our regular time.  It is right to have a congregational vote concerning a large impact issue like this.  (after worship 9/12)
·  Are YOU a part of Hope?… relook at the Serving Schedules for Worship.  We undertook a “schedule” to share the roles and responsibilities of worship.  The feedback is that it has worked well in many ways.  However, there is room for improvement.  If you could relook at your commitments.  Does the “week” you are scheduled for work well for you?  Are you communicating about times that you can’t be there?  
· Finance Report available  There is a finance report available to look at if you’d like.  Posted on the board by the stairs to the organ loft.   As you look it over remember about the seasonal timing of some costs and some income sources. 
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Cleaning Sign Ups: Please take note of the cleaning sign ups.  Remember that we are sharing the load of caring for certain spaces.   

               Music...     news…    and…..   

       ( * Thanks to Ben for handling the Music Tech role for most of the summer.  )
Audio-visual update:   

 1.  The music for worship is now run through Storrs Community Church speakers in the front.  You should notice a big difference in the sound quality.  SCC gave us a donation to towards our own audio-visual program here.  New slim wall mounted white speakers are being purchased. 
2. Music/Worship Team!   We’d like to have a few people to make up a worship team for music. The music will be played off of a laptop into the system.  Being able to be one of the Music Technicians and/or help with the audio-visual equipment is what we are looking for.   … speak to Pastor Joe.
3. In the weeks ahead we’ll introduce the use of visual media as part of our worship experience.   As you wait in the pews before worship, we’ll have some short very prayerful video clips with music.  There are also some inspirational skits and funny skits that are designed to create a reflection time.   
4. Musicians from within a congregation sharing their gifts and talents are absolutely crucial to a music ministry…  It would be wonderful to see anyone musically inclined step forward and offer to share, coordinate, to play, to sing…  YOU are invited to be a part of making music happen here! 
   News  of Hope          9-5-10
"Giving Back" is a 2 week My Brother's Keeper Event!
              Supplies are being brought over this week! !! 

 We are collecting backpacks and back to school supplies!   The supplies will all be donated to local families in need through the Town of Mansfield Social Sevices!   
How:   1.-shop  2.-then bring the supplies to worship  3.-we'll connect it to the local social services.    
Needed:  Back Packs
Also needed:  Town social services said that any school supplies you bring from elementary age through high school would be connected to the age-appropriate child as they distribute the back packs.  Flash drives / graph paper / pens / multi subject notebooks / anything you think is appropriate. 
My Brother's Keeper efforts this fall include...

   Aug/Sept    "Giving Back"  a backpack stuffing program for families in need

   October 30   a "Hands of Hope" service event.    

     a day of leaf raking and outdoor work for local seniors or people with special needs. 

   November     A Service-Retreat Weekend.  We are coordinating a combination service projects/retreat/play weekend.  There are a few sites we are in discussion with.  Lutheran camps in either New England or New York are targeted spots.   

This will be designed for both college students and local families to be a part of!    More to come on this one!!

   November    "Thanksgiving Baskets" . Collecting food and donations for thanksgiving meals for local families in need. 
   December    "Adopt a Family".  Collecting gifts for Christmas for local families. 
 
Fellowship is an IMPORTANT part of Worship!!   Plan on staying for a little while and chatting!!                 Take a moment to introduce yourself!    We are all in this adventure together! 
Plumbing:   A new meter/shut off has been installed in front of the parsonage.  The plumber will come this week to do the needed repairs.  All 3 building will be without water while that goes on.  Karrin might need some help for a couple days. 
UConn students… You are asked to help sponsor an orphan in Kenya! 

1001 Orphans:   Adopt an Orphan  We will continue to sponsor an orphan girl in Kenya through Lutheran World Relief and Human Care. Quinter Atieno is 11 years old.  UConn students are asked to commit to sharing portions of sponsoring her for the year.  
The cost is $400 dollars for the year.  If ten students are able to share $40 then she is able to go to school and have a connection for food and health care. ….   
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Did you know Kenya 

· lies across the equator, on Africa’s east coast; 

· covers about the same square mileage as Texas; 

· has an estimated population of some 34 million; 

· is the home of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kenya, an LCMS partner church since 2004. 

Most Kenyan orphans are forced to drop out of school because they have no parents to provide the required tuition and school uniform. The 1001 Orphans program covers funding for a child's education and also connects orphans with a Christian family and spiritual care
 * Children’s Ministry for 2010-2011:   This is a high priority!   We are in need of someone willing to plan and coordinate some efforts for a Children’s Ministry.  Making plans to connect and relate to young adults and their children is a singularly important issue for Hope to address in this upcoming year.   If you are willing to be involved… Please talk to Pastor Joe.   There are possibilities and options to talk through but having willing, committed  lay help is crucial to this ministry.      Could everyone please pray about this situation… 
Interested in a Whale Watch Trip! (?) The thought is to do a Whale Watch adventure on either a Monday or a Saturday.  (We’ll take Karrin out on the ocean.)  Potential dates are Sept 20 and 29.  Anyone with interest please let Pastor Joe know to get a potential head count.  Which port to sail out of is still being discussed.       

           For anyone!      Students !        Invite a friend!          Avg.  $35-40

“Parkers” for the school year:    The parking request forms for students is loaded (PDF) on our web site.  It can be found behind a picture of the church during the winter on the Contact/Staff page               * Students who attend worship here…. Please just talk to Pastor Joe about having a spot. 
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Hope Lutheran Church partners with Wheat Ridge Ministries to help impact our community!
We received a grant of $950 for a special camp to be run in the upcoming year for children in the community.  It will have a special focus on Health and Wellness.  The targeted time is for the elementary school vacations.  The population to be reached are those families that could benefit from their children being in a setting during vacation that provides activities, structure,  and overall wellness skills.  

We will connect with UConn students in the appropriate departments to be involved as a part of these camps.  
The camp will have a fun camp atmosphere and consist of sessions of exercise awareness, food and nutrition awareness, healthy communication skills, and the value of prayer and a healthy spiritual life as part of overall health.   
Healthy Kids – Inside and Out is the name of the program.  Talk to Pastor Joe if you’d like to know more about this and if you think you might have some way to contribute to this special opportunity! 
District Wide Circuit Missions Celebration   Sunday Nov 7th at 3:00pm the Circuits of the New England District will gather for special worship celebrations and celebrate the blessings God has granted in the many varied mission opportunities for our District.  

It is an exciting time to be a part of God’s Church.
The NED hopes to have 1000 people in worship at the same time throughout New England.  Our circuit will probably not meet at Hope so we’ll try to do some car pooling to go to this adventure! 
