It is official… spread the word!   10:00 AM
10:00am is the official time for worship from now on… 

We have tried some various time frames and there are positive things about each of them… but for right now,  it truly seems that this is the time that will work best for us for these days… and the days ahead that we can see.  

Hopefully we will continue our growth… and the question will become “just how many services can we have on a weekend!”  

Inspirational Verses of the Day          Acts 2

  This is how the early disciples handled life as a believer…

 42They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles. 44All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. 46Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.
   What do you think about the idea of someone “devoting” time to learning?  Is that something you connect to being a disciple?  What about fellowship? What about the sharing?  
 Do you think there is any connection between the last line and what they were doing? 
Confirmation:   The confirmands have started looking at the movie “Brother Sun, Sister Moon”.  It is about the life of St. Francis of Assisi.  
District Wide Circuit Missions Celebration   Sunday Nov 7th at 3:00pm the Circuits of the New England District will gather for special worship celebrations and celebrate the blessings God has granted in the many varied mission opportunities for our District.  

It is an exciting time to be a part of God’s Church.

The NED hopes to have 1000 people in worship at the same time throughout New England.  Our circuit will probably not meet at Hope so we’ll try to do some car pooling to go to this adventure! 
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UConn Students…   here are some ways that you can “Be Involved” here at Hope during your time at school.
First… Why?  Having “church” in your life isn’t an added burden!   It truly is all about living life to the fullest.   Growing closer and closer to God is an important part of your whole education and maturing.  Through church you have the opportunity to be challenged in your understanding of God’s relationship to you.  Through church you have the opportunity to team up with others to impact lives.  Through church you have the opportunity to develop relationships with people that can have an impact on your life (and hopefully you can affect others)    This whole “church” thing is made up of people from all walks of life… with different ways… different likes… and of different ages.  So, the answer to why?   …Is that being a part of church truly is a valuable, healthy part of trying to live life to the fullest! 
How?  We have various ministries that you can plug into and be a part of… or we have “service events” that you can join in on. 
Ministries:   1. Children’s Ministry:  You can help one Sunday or two a month with the Kid’s Discovery Hour (our Sunday School)    2. You can help “serve” at Worship with being a reader or communion helper.  There is a chart for that in the foyer.  3.  You can help with the Music Tech role.  We have people with a little computer savvy coordinate the button pushing for the music.  4. If you are a musician or have some talent to share… we’d all appreciate you sharing it. 
“Serving” Events:  Our group called “Hands of Hope” does some special “work” days to help people in the community.  The next one is coming up Oct. 30th   Also we are connecting people into  “short term” mission trips.    Look inside of page 2 for more about those..
Bible Study Today:   10 minutes after worship.  Sunday Bible Explorations.  We’ll look a little closer at the Sunday readings.   No experience needed!  We have a Bible for you also!   Come and try!            2nd and 4th Sundays
Short term Mission Trips  
These are for  parishioners and UConn students.  Thre are a couple different opportunities that we can plug you into for short term trips you can do to serve others!
 U-Serve Spring Break 2011  
This is a mission trip to Haiti designed for college students. It is being organized by the New England District to take place during the Spring Break!  You can help repair an earth-quake damaged orphange in Bolosse just outside Port-au-Prince.  Estimated cost of the entire trip is $900.  Hope can help you with fundraising as individuals or as a team.   Look for more info at church. This is a great way to make a difference... and help "the least of these" Mt 25:40
Camp Pineshore Fix-Up 
We are coordinating a church mission trip to Camp Pineshore http://www.nelom.org/ in Western Massachusetts designed for parishoners as well as college students.  The plan is to spend 2 days and nights at the camp and work on a list of repairs and maintenance.  All we have left to do is to set a date. Pineshore Bible Camp is very pleased in our interest to help their mission.  Either November or April date are being looked at. 

                Worship-Music Team needed!    
Music is an important part of worship experiences!  
It is a pretty consistent trait in churches that music programs use a large amount of the volunteer time.   It takes a commitment from those that can to help make music a part of the whole “church experience”.  

Hope… needs people involved in this ministry! 

Developing this area of our church life together is an important part of our future!
The music team can…
 - Coordinate the performance of any musicians that we have connections with.

 - Coordinate the Music Tech role

 - help plan and coordinate our use of the sound systems and equipment

 - help plan and coordinate the visual equipment 
Tuesday Night 6:30 - 8:00pm  "Being the me... I want to be"  We'll use some video and some Bible exploration during this 6 session adventure!  1st and 3rd Tuesdays in the Fireplace room. YOU are invited.  You didn’t miss the 1st session… it is Tuesday October 5th                     Make plans…    Come and see... 
My Brother's Keeper      efforts this fall include...

Food and Health Care donations:  We have an ongoing collection of 

   October 30   a "Hands of Hope" service event.    

     a day of leaf raking and outdoor work for local seniors or people with special needs. 

   November     A Service-Retreat Weekend.  We are coordinating a combination service projects/retreat/play weekend.  This will be designed for both college students and local families to be a part of!    More to come on this one!!

   November    "Thanksgiving Baskets" . Collecting food and donations for thanksgiving meals for local families in need. 

   December    "Adopt a Family".  Collecting gifts for Christmas for local families. 
Plumbing:   The plumbing adventure is hopefully over!!   Hilltop Excavators/Plumbing came on Tuesday.  It was a very easy dig this time and they had the line replaced and the leak solved all in one day.   The pools of water in the basement of the parsonage have gone away and the “stream” running behind the parsonage has stopped!  (the many trips to the basement each day to use the wet vac is over!!  Thanks to Bob Potterton for lending this) 

The bill came to $1275.  The good news is that there are no more water lines to replace… it is all new everywhere!    UConn also installed a new meter/shut off in front of the parsonage.  We’ll be charged for all our water use in all 3 buildings now. 

_______________________________________________________________________

 Students…   High School / Middle School / College   

                           Can you help sponsor an orphan in Kenya?

$40 dollars from you can make a huge difference.   Can you find a way to raise $40 to contribute to this cause? 
1001 Orphans:   Adopt an Orphan    This school year we will continue to sponsor an orphan girl in Kenya through Lutheran World Relief and Human Care. Quinter Atieno is 11 years old.    A $40 dollar commitment  from 10 students will cover her costs for the year. 
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The cost is $400 dollars for the year.  If ten students are able to share $40 then she is able to go to school and have a connection for food and health care. ….   

Most Kenyan orphans are forced to drop out of school because they have no parents to provide the required tuition and school uniform. The 1001 Orphans program covers funding for a child's education and also connects orphans with a Christian family and spiritual care

    There is a chart in the foyer to make a commitment on! _____________________________________________________________________________      

