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[image: image1.wmf]Can you pass this test?       What is My Brother’s Keeper?

     Is cleaning the church part of My Brother’s Keeper? ?
     Is being a part of my Worship Team once a month a part of My Brother’s Keeper? 
                  _____________________________________________________________________

The answer is no… so what is My Brother’s Keeper
Basically… it is any of our programs to do things for “other people” 

It is the collective heading for all our human care and social care programs. The three programs listed below are how our efforts to serve and care for others are organized. 
          1. Hands of Hope    
          2. Seasonal "Giving" Projects   
          3. Care and Relief 
 
Hands of Hope
This is the local community service component of My Brother’s Keeper.   
Hands of Hope usually does single day projects for people in the community with special needs. There have been leaf-raking events, painting and repairs, … 

The whole population of Hope is invited to be a part of these “hands-on” service events. These are day long project events. Usually 3-5 a year. 

Seasonal "Giving" Projects 
These are “giving” events that take place at church intended to help others in the community.  For instance, Adopt-a-Family events, Back-to-school Backpack stuffing events, Christmas Gift collections, Thanksgiving baskets for families, …  The whole population of Hope is invited to participate by “giving”.  

Relief and Human Care 
This program gathers food and health care items for individuals with needs both local and international.  Local distribution is through the Town of Mansfield Social Services.  International efforts are currently done through LCMS World Relief and Human Care. 

Can you pass the test now? 

Planning and working together for the days ahead!

  Planning, looking ahead, and being intentional in our efforts is all a part of responsibly “being church”. 

   We want to ask ourselves key questions…
· How are we be a blessing to the community?  Does our community feel an impact from our being here?
· Is developing disciples a main goal of ours as a church?  What does that look like?

· Are we actively looking for ways to communicate the Gospel truth to a post modern world? 
Leadership will have discussions on some of these topics in the week ahead and they are ideas for us all to wrestle with! 
Children/Families 
               (a church without a focus on children and families has a short shelf life) 

How can we motivate our own parishioners to get involved with hosting a Children’s Ministry?   Such as…
· Vacation week programs   - teamworking to share Sunday School roles           
· special holiday events     
· kids programs planned to augment any adult programs (allowing parents to attend!)

Community Connections?  

                   (How are we a blessing to the community around us?) 

   Can we expand our relationship with the local social services?  Is there a local need for food, relief, and human care that we can help with? 

   Is a lecture series for the Community a need/ or possible?  
  Should we host a large fun event (tag sale/car wash/ picnic/music event) the same day as the Festival On The Green?
   What do we prayerfully feel that the Holy Spirit is calling us to do as a church in this community?
Bringing the Gospel to a post modern world? 
    Are we intentionally trying to share the Gospel to a post modern world? 
    What are we doing beyond waiting for people to walk in the door?
Your input matters!    Please feel free to communicate your thoughts to any of this to Leadership or to Pastor
   3rd  Sunday of the month –  (Next week)

              Prayer and Card Ministry
…on hold till next month. There will be Leadership discussions taking place over lunch next week instead. 
Membership and Stewardship thoughts

In the upcoming months we are having some serious internal discussion about the meaning of MEMBERSHIP.   What does it mean to our parishioners?  What is the value?  How can we help clarify and communicate these concepts to our people?  
Below… is a statement / promise regarding the concept of STEWARDSHIP that will be a part of a membership packet being developed.



Congratulations to Dr. Karrin Ford…  

    After much hard work… for quite awhile… Karrin has completed her second Doctorate that she came here to the University of Connecticut for.  Karrin has been a part of our lives for a number of years now and we have been blessed with her friendship.  

       A BIG, BIG CONGRATULATIONS to you Karrin.  

Audio-Visual System and Worship
We have been in a learning, growing stage with our use of our audio-visual system.  There are a number of kinks we’ve been able to work out and we’ve gotten better at using the equipment. 

More songs:   The use of music in this medium has significantly reduced our weekly costs and enabled us to do some blending of sounds.  There are more songs currently being recorded for us that we’ll have within a month or so.  This will open many more hymns within the hymnal to us.  It would still be nice to have a relationship with a keyboardist to be able to do some unique music and enable soloists and a choir to share their talents every now and then.  
Video: The use of a visual enhancement to worship with the new projector has added another dimension to how we interact with the whole worship experience.  The use of something visual is totally consistent with the education models of how people interact with learning material in 2011.   Currently, we have been developing the use of displaying “News” and having some short music videos. In the future the use of announcements at the end of worship and displaying the lyrics for songs during worship.
        Special Clean Up Week at Hope from 5-21 to 5-27
Saturday 5-21 the Venture Crew will be here during the day to start tackling some of the clean up projects. 
 We’ll have a special focus on cleaning and repairing for the whole week. 
 Plan ahead on when you can spend some time at Hope as a part of this.  

                            We’ll have a project list posted and try to accomplish a lot this week! 
 


                                     Hope Lutheran Church  


                             Stewardship Promise


 


   As disciples of Jesus, we members of Hope Lutheran Church recognize that everything we have and everything we are is a gift from God.  


   We believe that God calls each believer to return a portion of that which has been so freely given to us, not because of God’s needs, but as part of the good health of our souls.  


   We are able to celebrate God’s goodness to us, bear witness to God’s blessings, and connect these resources to the work of the Holy Spirit in the world around us. 


   As stewards of God’s bounty we are committed by faith to give, generously and joyously of our treasure, our time, and our talents.





…without  planning the people perish


        Proverbs








