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Teaching Pastor, Philip Secker travels

On May 20 our Teaching Pastor, Philip Secker, will fly to California to make a three hour  presentation on the doctrines of the ministry and of the church at a May 23-24 pastoral retreat in Valyermo, CA. 
On June 5 he will fly from Conneticut to Florida to make a five hour presenation on the same topic to a pastoral retreat in Winter Park, Florida. 
On another note, the US Patent Office has allowed him a patent on one of his inventions
Audio-Visual System and Worship

We have been in a learning, growing stage with our use of our audio-visual system.  There are a number of kinks we’ve been able to work out and we’ve gotten better at using the equipment. 

More songs:   The use of music in this medium has significantly reduced our weekly costs and enabled us to do some blending of sounds.  There are more songs currently being recorded for us that we’ll have within a month or so.  This will open many more hymns within the hymnal to us.  It would still be nice to have a relationship with a keyboardist to be able to do some unique music and enable soloists and a choir to share their talents every now and then.  

Video: The use of a visual enhancement to worship with the new projector has added another dimension to how we interact with the whole worship experience.  The use of something visual is totally consistent with the education models of how people interact with learning material in 2011.   Currently, we have been developing the use of displaying “News” and having some short music videos. In the future the use of announcements at the end of worship and displaying the lyrics for songs during worship.

3rd  Sunday of the month –  (TODAY)

              Prayer and Card Ministry

…on hold till next month. There will be Leadership discussions taking place over lunch next week instead. 
 Clean Up – WEEK    Starts this Saturday

· Saturday 5-21 through Friday 5-27  we are having a special focus on taking care of our Buildings and grounds

· Cleaning and repairing is the theme!
·  A week is plenty of time and opportunity for you to plan on being here and helping getting some of this accomplished

· PLAN AHEAD!       
· We’ll have a project list to try and tackle for the week! Both indoor and outdoor
Maybe you can come on Saturday for a couple hours, maybe Tuesday morning for an hour, maybe Wednesday night after work….    We’ll try to get as much as we can accomplished during this week so that the weeks and months ahead we can focus on the ministry of “being church”! 

We’ll have a board in the hall with a list of projects.  If you know you can come at a particular time but would like some guidance on which project you can call in advance and we’ll make sure to explain any details to you. 
Feel free to contact during this week if you’d like to suggest something to put on the list! 

    TEAMWORK!   TEAMWORK!  TEAMWORK!   TEAMWORK!
Lawn Care
Thanks to Fred for all the work on the lawn and grounds on Friday.   

                                      The sign-up chart for the season will emerge this week
Thoughts of Encouragement from Hope

·  You can’t build a reputation on what you are going to do.

· Winners are like tea bags…. You never see their real strength until it comes time for the hot water! 
Planning and working together for the days ahead!

  Planning, looking ahead, and being intentional in our efforts is all a part of responsibly “being church”. 

   We want to ask ourselves key questions…
· How are we being a blessing to the community?  Does our community feel an impact from our being here?
· Is developing disciples a main goal of ours as a church?  What does that look like?

· Are we actively looking for ways to communicate the Gospel truth to a post modern world? 
Children/Families 
               (a church without a focus on children and families has a short shelf life) 
Do our efforts reflect a strong interest in developing family ministries?
How can we motivate our own parishioners to get involved with hosting a Children’s Ministry?   Such as…
· Vacation week programs   - teamworking to share Sunday School roles           
· special holiday events     
· kids programs planned to augment any adult programs (allowing parents to attend!)

Community Connections?  

                   (How are we a blessing to the community around us?) 

   Can we expand our relationship with the local social services?  Is there a local need for food, relief, and human care that we can help with? 

         Is a lecture series for the Community a need/ or possible?  
  Should we host a large fun event (tag sale/car wash/ picnic/music event) the same day as the Festival On The Green?
   What do we prayerfully feel that the Holy Spirit is calling us to do as a church in this community?
Bringing the Gospel to a post modern world? 
    Are we intentionally trying to share the Gospel to a post modern world? 
    What are we doing beyond waiting for people to walk in the door?
Your input matters!    Please feel free to communicate your thoughts to any of this to Leadership or to Pastor
Coffeehouse Fundraiser !!!!!!

Looks like we  raised $2,767.21 for the Couillard fundraiser.  $1,491 of that came in on the night of the coffeehouse.  The rest came in via the offering plate or online donations.  There will be a $1200 matching amount from Thrivent Financial to bring the total to $3,967.21    JOB WELL DONE!   

Thanks again to Amy, Caleb, Angie, Judi, Bob, Allan, and all of you who came out that night and supported the whole event! 
Membership and Stewardship thoughts

In the upcoming month we are having some serious internal discussion about the meaning of MEMBERSHIP.   What does it mean to our parishioners?  What is the value?  How can we help clarify and communicate these concepts to our people?  
Below… is a statement / promise regarding the concept of STEWARDSHIP that will be a part of a membership packet being developed.
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                                     Hope Lutheran Church  


                             Stewardship Promise


 


   As disciples of Jesus, we members of Hope Lutheran Church recognize that everything we have and everything we are is a gift from God.  


   We believe that God calls each believer to return a portion of that which has been so freely given to us, not because of God’s needs, but as part of the good health of our souls.  


   We are able to celebrate God’s goodness to us, bear witness to God’s blessings, and connect these resources to the work of the Holy Spirit in the world around us. 


   As stewards of God’s bounty we are committed by faith to give, generously and joyously of our treasure, our time, and our talents.











