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               Lutheranism 101             Basics about Hope

Here are a few basic principles in how we approach being disciples 

Hope is a Christian Church:  We believe that Jesus of Nazareth truly is the Christ, the Messiah, God the Son who came here in the flesh.  We celebrate that He truly rose from the dead and that He conquered our problem of sin and death for us!   At Hope we share the “Gospel truth”… that a person is saved or forgiven of sin, by the grace of God through faith in Jesus as Savior!  It is our vision to grow as disciples of Jesus and to impact the lives of others with the Gospel.
Being a disciple is a way of life!   There is an emphasis at Hope on connecting your relationship with God to your daily life!  Our identity as a church is not based on programs and events it is about a way of life.  At our worship, in the small groups, and through our care ministries and service projects the emphasis is on exploring and experiencing the value of living God-centered each day!  We emphasize that being a disciple of Jesus is a way of life!   

Church is not a place where certain religious things happen
Church is not a vendor of certain religious goods and services

Church is…  a body of people called to be disciples!

We believe there is great value to Church being in your life

     -  It is healthy to have weekly Worship as a significant part of your life. 

     -  A church home will help your awareness of how best to live as a disciple of Jesus
     -  You have the opportunity for  spiritual discussions;  the opportunity to team up with others for service and ministries; the opportunity to build healthy relationships;  the opportunity to hear the truth of the Gospel message on a regular basis and to be reminded of God’s great love. 

            Hebrews 10:25   Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another…

         Romans 12:5-6   So in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to the others. We have different gifts according to the grace given us.
        Proverbs 21:1-3   A person may think their own ways are right, but the LORD weighs the heart.
Foundations  “Lunch and Lessons” is TODAY after Worship    
   ALL are welcome!  Please stay around for a time of fellowship over lunch and an opportunity for spiritual discussions.   Today’s program features short comical, Christian skits by the Skit Guys.  We’ll have some time look at some Bible verses and  discuss the skits at each table.  
1st Sunday of the month    -   Stay… “be church”… have fun…  grow!
There will be a new topic, good food, a time to explore your faith life, and fellowship with those you are “church” with! 
                   Approximately 11am   - 12noon
________________________________________________________________________________

3rd Sundays of the month -  Prayer and Card Ministry
We recieved nice feedback about our new ministry on the 3rd Sundays of sending cards to people and praying for them.  This program too has room to grow and flourish.  Next time, we'll have more cards ready in advance and spend a little more time in prayer.  We'll also send you home with a list to pray for these people all week long and ask them to communicate any prayer requests they have.  
So... during the next couple weeks if you know of someone that we can send a card to use the "prayer request" forms in the pews and we'll build the list.  Keep aware of someone in the community that had a baby, a death in the family, a challenging event, a new home, got laid off, got a promotion,....    
It is a great new ministry to connect us with our community! 
Prayer request cards in the pews please note the new prayer request cards in the pews. If you would like to write down a prayer concern, it can be placed in the offering basket, and we have a few people that will bring your concern into prayer during the week.  This is an area of our “church” life together that has room to grow.  Before starting a prayer chain, or prayer team, or prayer emails… we are looking to see if there is a need, or desire to use a prayer request system. 

Thanks!  To Bob Potterton, Aaron Geromin, and Fred Zwick for all their efforts and wisdom in getting the audio-visual system mounted and in place.  There is still more that we are working on but the “Tech Booth is now up in the organ loft and the speakers are mounted and secure.  
There have been financial donations from both Storrs Community Church and the Chinese Fellowship and from our own members as part of making this happen.   We’ll be sharing use of the system with the Chinese Fellowship.  Look for some more nice improvements to come with all this in the next couple of weeks. 

 

 Can you help reclaim the parking lot?    
As you are well aware… the snowbanks have taken away 10 or so spots in the parking lot.  Hopefully, they will reduce as the weather warms.  Can you pitch in to help with that process?

On warm days if we hack away at some of these very hard, icy snowbanks then we’ll let the warmth do its work.  So… feel free to drive to the church if it’s a warm day and cut into the snow banks and help us reclaim some parking spots! 

Worship Teams   Serving Schedules!   “Trading time”??
The overall assessment of this system is that it has been a positive and beneficial way for us to handle the responsibilities of making our Sunday Worship Services happen. 

We do have some room to evolve and improve the schedules and teams.  

Some observations….

-When we developed the “teams” people were organized into handling a particular weekend of the month.  Possibly that weekend isn’t working out for somebody.

- Not all the teams have a balanced number of participating people. 

- The individuals on some teams might have strengths that another team could utilize.

The Serving Schedule Teams is posted on a board in the foyer.  Possibly, you can work on adjusting / trading / exchanging / recruiting…   and work together to form some more balance in the responsibilities of the teams
New Videos of Sermons on the web site… look for them! 
Ashes to Easter  

Small Groups in your homes during Lent

Ash Wednesday is March 9th.  
We’ll have a special prayerful service here at church that night to launch us into the season of Lent.   On all the following Wednesday nights we’ll have a small group setting that rotates to your homes. 
This will be our small “conversational” group setting in the spiritual life area.  The planned format is for a light soup supper with some fellowship time, then a prepared Lenten topic to explore, led by Pastor Nollet.   We are targeting a time frame of 6:30 – 8:00pm
First step is we are looking for commitments of “Hosts” for a Wednesday night. 
We’ll discuss with the “hosts” about the soup suppers.  The current plan is to have people sign up to bring a crock pot or two of soup.  There will be a chart in early March to gather an idea of the #’s of those interested in attending.  This can be a great opportunity to explore,  discuss, pray, and have some good fellowship
Step #1   Please see the chart in the foyer to commit to being a host home for a Wednesday.

Step #2  there will be commitment charts for each of the Wednesdays.  
Please see the commitment chart to “Come” to the group.  

You won’t be committed to going out for every Wednesday in Lent.   If you can’t host you can still commit to “being there”.  You’ll also have the opportunity to bring something for the light supper if you’d like. 

 Rides 2Worship!   and back home after!!     Please take the initiative to ask a student or someone that might walk…. If they would like a ride!  
It is a challenge for many students to walk from the other side of campus in the winter.  Can you offer them a ride?  Possibly exchange phone #’s ?  Even just giving a ride back up to campus after worship would be of help…   so please don’t wait for someone to introduce you… walk over and ask!  Things like this are what make a church healthy! 
**Wednesday Night 7:00pm   Ash Wednesday Worship
