Schedule of Events: 
March 7th   Sun 5pm Worship 

March 8th   Confirmation

March 9th   Pastors Circuit Meeting -  Middletown 

March 10th    Ashes to Easter  6:00 – 7:30  Soup Supper / Devotion / Discussion
March 14th  Sun 5pm Worship  
March 16th    * Band Practice 

March 17th    Pastor Learning Community meeting – Providence 

March 21st   Sun 5pm Worship
     March 21st  My Brother’s Keeper Planning Session 6:15pm 
March 22nd     Confirmation 
           Good Friday April 2nd 7:00pm      Easter Worship  April 4th 9:00am 

               Storrs Community Church will have use of the building for Thursday Apr 1

Not a surprise!    Disciples and Personal Responsibility

No one can accuse Jesus of surprising His disciples with evangelistic nature of being a disciple.

He made it clear right from the start… “Come follow me… and I will make you fishers of men”  Being disciples of  Jesus impacted their schedules and their plans… 

and they were to seek out others and invite them into this relationship also! 
         Sound familiar…??
Band Practice:
Thanks to Sheila Musiek, Pete Smith, Max Phillips and Joe Conti who were out last Tuesday night to practice some of the hymnal songs with a “band sound”  it is great to have people willing to use the talents God has given them to benefit the church…. Thanks!

We can all look forward to hearing more of the “blended” sound of pipe organ and band sounds during worship in the days ahead. 

Group Outing / Event  There are a number of people from church going to Crossroads Community Cathedral of East Hartford to see the “Passion of the King” 
* if you have interest, see Shari to see if there are tickets left
March 26th  7pm   tickets $10       “Passion of the King”
News of Hope      March 21st  2010
for more info:  look at www.hope-lcms.org
Disciples follow and grow… here are some questions for reflection:

Do you feel that “church” is a valued or even crucial part of your personal relationship with God? 
What are some of the blessings that you have seen in our church that are important and meaningful to you – and that you would like to see continue to happen

Do you feel that you have the opportunity to support, encourage, uplift, and comfort others in the church family?    

What might be some obstacles to our financial situation becoming “in the black” in the next two years that we might want to be aware of?  

Think about being a disciple… what are some areas of personal growth that YOU envision happening to you as a disciple in the days ahead?  

Spring Clean Up Days - This Friday OR Saturday
    We’ll pitch in together to do some of the projects and areas that aren’t able to be addressed with the weekly cleaning. 

You have the opportunity to come either Friday night or Saturday morning.               

     - Friday Evening March 26th 5:00-7:00 

            or…     -  Saturday March 27th ?   8am – 11:00am

                                     Outside and inside! 

In order to get an idea of #’s there is a commitment chart is in the foyer!

   ***this is NOT the chart for the ongoing caring of the building!!!

Communion :  As we work on the spacing concerns for communion with the band equipment,  if you are comfortable in doing so, please feel free to kneel or stand in the space in the middle without the handrail.   
Chart in the foyer to split up the responsibility

of Caring for the building!
CAN YOU…pick an area!       
 If you haven’t seen or heard…  in 2010 we are splitting up the care and maintenance of the building.  In the foyer is a chart that will give you the opportunity to…

    1) sign up to care for an area for a month at a time   or    

   2)adopt an area as an ongoing responsibility!   
Questions?  We’ll be glad to give more info about where the cleaning supplies are and what level of care might be expected.   Being church…. is a team adventure! 
Work on floors in Progress…  
You might notice some refinishing work going on with the flooring.  There will be some ongoing work done on the tile flooring areas and a committee is looking at replacing the carpeted sections in the foyer and stairs. 

          2010 /  Stewardship / Financial Awareness : 

Being “church” together involves teamwork!

In the days, weeks, and months ahead there are real challenges that we as a team need to address. Yes, oil and plowing bills have really hit hard this winter, but even without those large bills we are not funding the church’s basic costs from our own giving.  This is not just a financial issue it truly is a spiritual issue.   These financial challenges are an issue for each of us to personally look at and feel ownership of. 
                    Income                  Expenses 
Jan             $6754.00                  $11,156.00
Feb            $5209.00                   $12,528.00

March       $2806.00                   $4933.00 

These are three “large bill” months with plowing, oil, and electric costs.  It is important to point out that we have received about half of what was needed to cover bills for these last three months.  

Current Checkbook Balance  $2490

We will have to move over money from savings to start to cover bills.

Hopefully… visitors and church shoppers will be around you…  

           Is there any responsibility you have?? 

Handling Our Opportunity:     We want to do our best as a team to create an atmosphere of a welcoming place! 

a. From car to door to pew:  From the  moment someone gets out of their car to  the moments just after they have walked through the door… Is it clear where to go?    Have they been welcomed by someone within those first moments in the foyer?    
b. First impressions are crucial!  Uncomfortable feelings are hard to get past.  These are things that usually the Greeter/Host would do, but we can all make sure that a visitor is aware of so that they feel comfortable 1.) That they know how to use the Worship Guide   2.) Where can hymns and songs be found?.   3.) Where are the rest rooms?   4.)  Where is the child care room?   5.)  Are there any questions that they have about Discovery Hour?   

c. During Worship you have this opportunity:  1.) Has there been a friendly “welcoming” during the sharing of the peace?  2) Is there confusion about how to go forward to communion? 

d. After Worship you have this opportunity:  1) You can introduce yourself.  Maybe a question or two about whether they live in town or not. Or, whether they were able to follow along with worship.   2) Have they been invited to have some refreshments?  
Yes… Church is a team sport…. but individuals are held accountable to make the team function! 
Living as a Disciple!      Some food for thought...
Act as if what you do makes a difference.  It does.  ~William James

     "Call on God, but row away from the rocks."  Indian Proverb
God gives every bird its food, but He does not throw it into its nest." J. G. Holland 
