Schedule of Events: 
March 7th   Sun 5pm Worship 

March 8th   Confirmation

March 9th   Pastors Circuit Meeting -  Middletown 

March 10th    Ashes to Easter  6:00 – 7:30  Soup Supper / Devotion / Discussion
March 14th  Sun 5pm Worship  
March 16th    * Band Practice 

March 17th    Pastor Learning Community meeting – Providence 

March 21st   Sun 5pm Worship
     March 21st  My Brother’s Keeper Planning Session 6:15pm 
March 22nd     Confirmation 
           Good Friday April 2nd 7:00pm      Easter Worship  April 4th 9:00am 

               Storrs Community Church will have use of the building for Thursday Apr 1

                                             More Web Site changes:  
Volunteer/Server Schedules!   The weekly/monthly volunteer and service schedules are on the web site.

Let’s say that one Sunday you went over to the sign up board and signed up to “Host/Greet” a couple times in the upcoming month.  Then after a week of living the good life at home you forget which Sundays you signed up for.   
                     Now… you’ll be able to go to our web site and check all that.   
    Check it out…. It’ll be updated regularly 
Group Outing / Event ?    Crossroads Community Cathedral of East Hartford puts on a “Passion” play each year.  Possibly, we could make a group outing out of going this year. If there is interest possibly we could target one of the nights and make an event out of it. There could be car-pooling or meeting for some food after to talk.    *See Shari if you have interest
March 26th  7pm   tickets $10       “Passion of the King”
Crossroads Community Cathedral   East Hartford

Ashes to Easter         All  Wednesday evenings in Lent
                            A Lenten Soup Supper with Devotion and Discussion time

**     When:     6:00pm – 7:30   at Hope     arrive when you can make it!

News of Hope      March 14th  2010
for more info:  look at www.hope-lcms.org
A bedrock truth that sets us free! 

 “Why am I here?”  That is an age-old question that people ask.   
For a disciple of Jesus, should our answer be something like… “I am here to accumulate enough stuff for myself to be safe and comfortable” , Or… “I am here to be successful and that involves using my time to focus on earning  and caring for what I have”.  Hmmm…. It is an unfortunate truth that many of us separate being a disciple of Jesus from our weekly schedule and from our approach to the finances we have.   

Trusting, changing, looking at things differently than before… can be a challenge! 

The walk of an honest disciple involves looking to grow in a better understanding of the use of time and money.  Please read inside for more about Stewardship…. And You  …and Hope
                                    Caring for the building! 
CAN YOU…pick an area!        If you haven’t seen or heard…  in 2010 we are splitting up the care and maintenance of the building.  In the foyer is a chart that will give you the opportunity to sign up to care for an area for a month at a time or some areas can be an ongoing responsibility!   Please take a look at this.  We have had a few sign ups and some people have launched in on the new roles… but there are still some areas that need a commitment from someone.  
Questions?  We’ll be glad to give more info about where the cleaning supplies are and what level of care might be expected.   Being church…. is a team adventure! 
Work in Progress on the building: 
You might notice some refinishing work going on with the flooring.  There will be some ongoing work done on the tile flooring areas and a committee is looking at replacing the carpeted sections in the foyer and stairs. 

Communion :  As we work on the spacing concerns for communion with the band equipment,  if you are comfortable in doing so, please feel free to kneel or stand in the space in the middle without the handrail.   The goal for the near future is to create a transitional section that would be placed across the middle for during communion. 
          2010 /  Stewardship / Financial Awareness : 

Being “church” together involves teamwork!

In the days, weeks, and months ahead there are real challenges that we as a team need to address. Yes, oil and plowing bills have really hit hard this winter, but even without those large bills we are not funding the church’s basic costs from our own giving.  This is not just a financial issue it truly is a spiritual issue.   These financial challenges are an issue for each of us to personally look at and feel ownership of. 
                    Income                  Expenses 
Jan             $6754.00                  $11,156.00
Feb            $5209.00                   $12,528.00

March       $2806.00                   $4933.00 

These are three “large bill” months with plowing, oil, and electric costs.  It is important to point out that we have received about half of what was needed to cover bills for these last three months.  

Current Checkbook Balance  $2490

We will have to move over money from savings to start to cover bills.

                   Handling of Time and Treasures

Eyes wide open!  We knew that going independent would create some strong challenges and that 2009-2010 would be a time that we would need to really work together as a team and create a new foundation for Hope. 

I’m reminding you of our sense of teamwork that was behind the discussions of this year of 2010.  Teamwork involves commitments from all of us to be disciples of our Lord and view life centered on that truth!  There is a sense of personal responsibility that goes along with being a part of Hope Lutheran Church.   

Please relook at how you approach your own personal finances and how you handle your relationship with “giving” at church. 
· Do you give on a regular pattern as you make out your bills at home?

· Do you give only when you are at church? 

· Have you figured out the % of your salary that you give? 

· Is it a challenge…??  It is supposed to be! 

A healthy view!   
A God-centered understanding of the use of our possessions and our time puts all this in a very healthy perspective! These things we have are not “ends” but simply “means”.  They are means by which our Lord supports our daily life, they are means by which we can team up to do ministry work together, they are means by which we can respond to the love we have received from Him! 

A burden??  

How much do we give?  How often do we come and serve?  
You won’t find an answer here.  You are not under the Law.  God has freely given to You.  Each person looks to respond with their lives in ways that they honestly feel gives honor to that relationship with Him.    (the honesty part is a key component)
So, the questions are more in the line of… 

· Am I honoring God with my response?  

· Am I “giving” … or…. am I sharing some left-overs?

· Do I feel that my “giving” creates a challenge inside me of needing to trust that God will provide more? 

· Would I be proud to explain how I handle this? 
· Most importantly… Do I truly feel that all my “stuff” is really God’s stuff.  Do I truly feel that He has blessed me with this? 
Church and not a… 
As we focus our efforts on bringing the Gospel into our families more and more, as we focus on doing “service” ministry, as we rework our schedules to include worship and small groups as a priority… that is when we carry out “being church”.  During our transition time from a dual parish to totally handling our own financial situation, it is very important for us at Hope Lutheran to not fall into a focus on being one big stewardship fundraiser. 

We are all about Christ!   Somehow in focusing on Christ in our lives and others lives, the details of growing and covering our finances will work out.  BUT… it won’t just happen without us pushing ourselves.  

                               Spring Clean Up Days?   

                      - Friday Evening March 26th 5:00-7:00 

            And…     -  Saturday March 27th ?   8am – 12:00noon
                                                   Outside and inside! 
Commitment chart is in the foyer!

