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 Lawn Care       Look for the sign up chart to cover the lawn care. 

It works good to cover a couple weeks in a row if possible.

Please remember the goal is to have the grounds looking best for the weekends so try to time the cutting closer to the weekend.  There is a riding mower and a push mower.    Please see Fred or Aaron for instructions with these.    You’ll need to check the gas supply also. 

 Confirmation:    2nd and 4th Mondays 7:00 – 8:30      
The current class is Johnny Nollet and Liam Patrick.   If you know of anyone that has interest in joining the group please contact Pastor Joe. 

This group meets and talks through faith issues, learns how to maneuver through the Bible, gets an understanding of Christian history, and wrestles with making faith connections to daily life.  It is not an academic class… it is a time for exploring and discussing!  If you know any young people interested…   Feel free to call Pastor and ask for more info!   If you know someone a little older… a program can be custom designed to match their needs!    CALL!
Athletes in Action Fundraiser
    You did a wonderful job in supporting Steven Vampatella last week. 

                                           What is Athletes in Action?  
[image: image3.wmf]Athletes in Action (AIA) is an evangelical Christian sports ministry.  It is an athletic ministry of Campus Crusade for Christ, and works with athletes and coaches to use the unique platform of sport to help people around the world with questions of faith. The most famous aspect of Athletes in Action is probably its touring basketball teams that compete against division 1 college teams on tours.

This trip Steven in on will be a part of a baseball team AIA sponsors.  This team plays in the high quality west coast league similar to the Cape Cod league.  AIA hosts devotion times and bible study opportunities at games and practices and take the opportunities to strike up conversations with those interested in questions of faith. 

We collected $200    There was a commitment of a 1-1 match with Thrivent Financial up to $150   Steven will have $350 of support from Hope towards his goal of $1800   SUPER JOB everyone!
Monthly After Worship Schedule

1st Sundays of the Month    Lunch and Lessons      (in July we bump up a week) 
2nd Sunday of the month       Leadership discussions
3rd Sunday of the month     Card and Prayer ministry   

“Lunch and Lessons” last week we started a new Ray Vander Laan video series.  “Walking with God”.   It uses video scenes from the Holy Lands to help make the Bible come alive for us.
   Lunch and some faith thoughts for you to wrestle with… !!!
Topic last week and in August :   In the Desert   Are you going through a difficult time?  Loss of loved ones? Unemploymnet?  Crisis of faith? These can be referred to as “desert times”.  It is easy to think God is not there with you.  Discover some of the wonderful truths shared in Scripture about God’s amazing grace and provisions for us throughout ALL the times of life! 

                        ALL are welcome!  -   Stay and watch… and listen… and grow!  
Summer Bible Study Interest?  
Is there interest in a summer Bible Study Group? 

If you have interest in being a part of a group for the summer.  Talk to Pastor Joe.   We can develop something for an early morning group… 6 or 7am   or we can do a book club and meet a few times over the course of the summer to discuss one book in particular. 

Prayer Requests:    There are cards in the pews you can use.  We’ll make sure to send a card someone’s way and show that we care.    If you put a prayer request card in the offering basket we’ll add that person to our 3rd Sunday of the month Card/Prayer ministry…   you are welcome to come on any 3rd Sunday and join in the ministry as well! 
Pastor Secker speaking at a number of venues this summer
Our Teaching Pastor, Philip Secker, gave a 5' 45" presentation at a pastoral retreat in Valyermo, CA, on May 23-24, on the topic of the sacred ministry and the church, and is scheduled to make a 5' presentation on the same topic at pastoral retreats in Winter Park, FL, on June 6-7, and on the northwest shore of Lake Canandaigua, NY, on August 25-26. More than a third of each presentation is spent in discussion. 
On July 10, Pastor Secker will lead our worship service and will preach a sermon based on one that he will deliver in Winter Park. During "Lunch and Lessons" following the service, he will share some of what he spoke about at the CA and FL retreats. There will be lots of time for discussion.
                    A note and invitation from our friend Karrin! 
Dear Church Family of Hope:
At long last, I have completed my doctoral degree from UConn and am approaching a new season of life which will--sadly--take me away from Connecticut. It is my desire to return to university teaching as God directs, and I anticipate relocating shortly to my permanent home in Texas, to continue applying for jobs from there. My years here have been richly blessed by so many from this congregation, for truly, "I was a stranger, and ye took me in." I want to say goodbye to as many of you as possible before I leave town and am having a party to celebrate the joys of Christian fellowship. 
     DATE: Saturday, June 18, 2011

     TIME: 2:00 - 5:00 P.M.
     PLACE:   at Hope
   R.S.V.P: fordkarrin@hotmail.com or (860) 429-3269
Please don't bring any gifts....just yourself!
Is the Christian Church “Missional in nature? 

   Are disciples asked to be “missional?  
What does it mean to YOU?
What do you think it means to others that participate at Hope?    

Is it reflected in YOUR identity as a believer? 

When you think of our efforts together here at Hope  “as church” are they truly missional?  

Do we need to relook at anything we do?   Do you have suggestions? 
 “Missional” refers to connecting with “others” in the world around us… How are we being a blessing to the community? ? ?   How is Hope perceived by the community around us?  Do we have a positive impact?  

These are thoughts that I hope you’ll wrestle with and be prepared to join in discussions over this summer.  We are discussing the concept of “Membership” at Leadership this week and how we connect the mission of our local church to the mission of God’s church at large!  
The LCMS is asking each of the districts to reorganize their circuits based around some particular membership #’s.  As a result we’ll be trying to get a handle on what our membership roster is to send in to the New England District office. 

Luncheon Membership Opportunity:    Hope 101 

 Last Sunday we announced about a Membership Luncheon that would be a wrap up day for a number of people interested in Membership here. 

The date of  Sunday June 26th   will now be bumped up into July.   A number of you have met with me to start membership discussions but this date doesn’t work best for all.  For all those interested in what membership means or you want to find out more bout Hope, I’ll be glad to have one-one meetings with you.  You’ll then have the opportunity to come to the  “Hope 101 Membership Luncheon”  

The intent of this “after worship” luncheon is to have a overall wrap up day of all that membership means, and Hope’s programs, ministries and connection to the overall Christian world.  Please touch base with me if you have interest!  …Pastor Joe
