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        What do we really teach? - Lutheranism 101

We continue our explanations of basic Christian teachings through this forum… 

 

	

	What really is a Lutheran?   While there are a variety of ways one could answer this question, one very important answer is simply this,  “A Lutheran is a person who believes, teaches and confesses the truths of God’s Word as they are summarized and confessed in the Book of Concord.” The Book of  Concord contains the Lutheran confessions of faith. 
       *Being a Lutheran simply refers to being a Christian who believes the truths of God’s Word in the Holy Bible, as they are correctly explained and taught in the Book of Concord.


	What are the Lutheran Confessions
What Martin Luther began in 1517 reached its culmination in 1580, when the official statements of Lutheran belief (the 

HYPERLINK "http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=522" \t "_blank"Lutheran Confessions) were gathered together in what is known as the Book of Concord.     The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod accepts the Scriptures as the inspired and inerrant Word of God, and subscribes unconditionally to all the symbolical books of the Evangelical Lutheran Church as a true and unadulterated statement and exposition of the Word of God. 
We accept the Lutheran Confessions as articulated in the Book of Concord of 1580 because they are drawn from the Word of God and on that account regard their doctrinal content as a true and binding exposition of Holy Scripture and as authoritative for all pastors, congregations and other rostered church workers of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
What is the point of the Lutheran Confessions?  The Lutheran Reformation was not a “revolt,” but rather began as a sincere expression of concern with the false and misleading teachings, which, unfortunately, even to this very day, obscure the glory and merit of Jesus Christ.  A strong motivator for Martin Luther was a zealous concern about the Gospel of Jesus Christ being shared clearly and consistently. The Confessions or Symbols function as the binding authority for consistency in Scriptural teachings and for how we function as God's church.


	Hope is a member of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod What does "Synod" mean? 
The word "Synod" in The Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod comes from Greek words that mean "walking together." The term has rich meaning in our church body, because congregations voluntarily choose to belong to the Synod. Though diverse in their service, these congregations hold to a shared confession of Jesus Christ as taught in Holy Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions which they believe are a correct interpretation and presentation of Biblical doctrine.  Contained in The Book of Concord: The Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, these statements of belief were put into writing by church leaders during the 16th century. The simplest of these is Luther's Small Catechism. The Augsburg Confession gives more detail on what Lutherans believe.  


Next Sunday -    “Foundations for Living”         right after worship!
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                            Lunch and Lessons for disciple of Jesus
Make plans to be here!  In response to your busy schedules, we have planned out a once a month program that you don’t have to even travel ut to church on another day! 
On the 1st Sunday of every month we’ll have a lunch and learning session.  The idea is to have an opportunity for you to immerse a little more into God’s Word and some Christian teachings.  …
 Food: There will be a pot luck luncheon.  Post worship you can head to the fellowship and load your plates and have a seat.  

 Time:  about 15 minutes post—worship a large group presentation will start  (usually given by Pastor Nollet)  targeted to last 45’ 

 You won’t be asked any questions!  The session is not a small group– or “conversation group”. It will be designed more as a presentation of materials for you to interact with on your own.   While interaction and questions are encouraged it is designed more for you to be introduced to faith topics and Christian teachings as part of your growth as disciples.
 Topic -  Holiness:  What is it? What does the word even mean?  Is it supposed to be a part of my life?  My marriage?  My family life?  My work?   We’ll look at some of the pictures God had drawn of this in the OT and guidance for living in the NT.  
 Attendance:   We’d like to get some commitments into your schedule about being here for this.   There will be a clipboard going around. 

 Pot-luck Food:  Some of you might be able to bring some food.  Please see the sign up chart for this as well. 
Last Sunday at Hope  was Sanctity of Life Sunday!   There are still some flyers in the foyer that you are encouraged to take and read.  As disciples of Jesus, we want to connect our actions in life to the truth.  We can challenge ourselves to think about what we do with the truth in our homes, at work, in our neighborhoods.    

        Every human life has value. That value does not come from its usefulness or how it looks or how big or healthy or productive it is … The value of human life comes from the One who made it, who bought it back, and who desires to call every life for His eternal purpose. The embryo in the Petri dish, the baby in the womb, baby Sally in the neonatal intensive care unit, Uncle Ralph in the Alzheimer’s unit, grandma in the nursing home bed, you and me—we all have value because of what God has done.” Rev. Dr. James I. Lamb, executive director of Lutherans For Life
Is it politics or social justice?    

Do I keep my thoughts to myself about right and wrong? What if I offend someone?  Does believing in Jesus have implications to public issues in society?  If I’m not an expert on all the details involved with the unborn, abortions, end of life concerns, human sex trafficking, and human rights then how public should I be about any of this? 
As we ponder on how to carry our faith into action in the world around us, so often we are told to keep our beliefs private, within the walls of the church.  Many would say that personal beliefs should not impinge upon decisions being made in the political arena.  Is that true?  Where does turn in developing an informed opinion about this?  Does our personal faith need to have public displays?   

The Truth:

The truth is that every life is a handiwork of God’s creative power   Ps 139
The truth is that every life was bought at a precious price          1Cor 6
The truth is…  God desires a relationship with ALL those whom He has created and redeemed! 1Tim 2
                                      “speak the truth in love…”  Eph 4:15a

 

3rd Sundays of the Month   Life Together  - Card / Prayer Ministry

This is a special new prayer ministry that we think will have great connections out into our community and into many lives.   It will be a 45 minutes session that we spend  gathered to pray for and send cards to people.  This is the planned format. 

 15 minutes post worship we will gather in the fellowship hall around a table that will have boxes of cards and pens.  

 We will have a list of some people to send cards to and will have recruited names at worship.   We’ll write out notes, all sign the cards, pray for the people, and have addresses put on and in the mail for Monday.   We’ll have phone books and the internet to help with any addresses. 

 Picture the impact of this ministry…. Picture the principals of local schools getting a note that we are praying for them.  picture people who have had tragedies getting cards… families with new babies… athletes at UConn… students  and professors… local politicians…  neighbors… 

This certainly has great potential to be a great service to many, many people! 

Well… we have had lots of snow, lots of shoveling, a burst pipe, some flooding…
Thanks… to Aaron for all the plowing of the parking lot this winter!  

                          To Dave and Chris Grulke for the plumbing repairs from the burst pipe 

                             To Alex J. for helping with wet-vacuuming the water downstairs
Ashes to Easter Groups during Lent
This will be our small “conversational” group setting in the spiritual life area.  On  Wednesday nights throughout Lent we’ll gather at your homes for small group settings.  There will be a prepared Lenten topic to explore.  We’ll have sign up charts to share the meeting places of the homes.  This can be a great opportunity to explore and discuss and have some good fellowship. More info to come…. . 

 

 

                             Coffeehouse here at Hope    
 Next  Friday  February 4th  7:00pm   
  Plan on coming out!  There might be a lot of visitors and you can help out a little!
This is a night of good music and free food that is a fundraiser for the Couillard family.  
Most of you know that Chris (dad) was in a car accident that left him in a coma for weeks.  He is now on a long road to recovery from his many injuries. We will accept any donations small or large and the money collected will have matching Thrivent Financial funds and all go toward the family's living expenses. (Chris, April, and 3 girls Kassidy, Irish, and Aiva Lynn)

          SPREAD THE WORD!      PLEASE COMMUNICATE ABOUT THIS!
   
 Worship Guides and Covers…  Feel free to take home the News of Hope and the Worship Guide each week.  But please… we reuse the “Covers” try not to roll them up or fold them or scrunch them or doodle on them before putting them back.    You may have noticed we are trying to use the hymnal services once a month or so to conserve costs. 
Diving in Deeper…   verses you can look up on the sermon topic
   Read:  1)  Luke’s version of the beatitudes omits “in spirit”… do you think Jesus is connecting this to material possessions?     2) Jesus talks about the kingdom of heaven  Mt 13:24-33, 44-50 does this give you insight to the “poor in spirit”? 3) Is Psalm 37:1-11 consistent with Jesus message? 4) In MT 23:27-28 is Jesus upset with someone?  what is Jesus not happy about? 
