Planning and Preparing for the fall!    
Leadership will be meeting in late August to start some preparations for the upcoming school year / looking at our ministry potential plans/ thinking of some goals for the next 6 months/ reviewing some of our efforts in the past 6 months/ .  …

   First, we’ll pray concerning the great opportunities for ministry and the joys of being able to come together as believers and be “church” together. 

 Some of the discussions… 

..-  Discuss some of the My Brother’s Keeper plans that will happen in the next months

        Short term missions/Lutheran World Relief connections/ Town of Mansfield Social Services connections/ Hands of Hope plans… are we impacting others? 

  - Review our financial situation.  Are we going to be financially stable for the 

        next months?  What do we project for the next year? 

  - Discuss the issues and possibilities that can be done with the dilemma of developing

       a children’s ministry without a pool of children.  

       and… the need of adults willing to coordinate a children’s ministry. 

  -  Look at Plumbing and heating issues for the upcoming year.

  - Discuss a specific plan for the Cross donated by George Bardons for outside the church

  -  Discuss and finalize a plan for the Worship service time for the upcoming year. This will be presented for a vote to everyone. 

.. – Discuss the Wheat Ridge Ministries connection for the grant received for our new vacation ministry Healthy Kids- Inside and Out  (much more info to be shared soon about this exciting new program that we will host) 

         Your Input -      Use the “Keeping Connected” forms! 

             Your thoughts are important to the plans for the future… if you could share some thoughts about Children’s Ministries/ Campus Ministry / Evangelism efforts in town / things we might be doing well /  things we could improve / some great idea that you have… ??

                              Put your note into the “Box” in the foyer!!

You can chat with Pastor Joe, Paul M, Angie P, Shari Z, Judi P, Chris G, Dave H also

“Parkers” for the school year: 
The parking request forms for students is loaded (PDF) on our web site.  It can be found behind a picture of the church during the winter on the Contact/Staff page..  Feel free to pass along the “secret” location to those you might know who have interest.   
Aaron Geromin has a vegetable stand on Rt. 6 in Chaplin that is now open… ask Aaron for details!          Stop by!              …and spread the news
         News  of Hope 8-22-10
Let’s make sure not to say  “be warm and well fed”  
"See, how they love one another". Tertullian wrote this in the 3rd century at a time when Christians truly struggled against a world that didn't seem to care about God.  Tertullian pointed out how these particular people were known for showing love, mercy, and kindness not only to each other, but all who were in need.  

For you, as a believer in today’s world, being forgiven and filled with the love of Christ means taking Christ’s merciful love out of our comfortable lives into the world around us.  This is truly just a natural spilling over of God’s mercy and His caring.  The famous passage in James “Faith without works is dead” (James 2:17) is centered in the context of a believer being fed and nourished by the Gospel and the forgiveness of their own sins. Then, as one looks around and sees the hungry, the poor, those in need of care... making sure to take the theology of mercy into action!   James points out that failing to help others and saying "Go in peace... be warm and well fed" is simply ignoring Christ. 

At Hope, in the weeks and months ahead, you’ll see a focus on giving YOU opportunities to be the hands of care, compassion, and mercy to others in the world around you.  Please don’t look at our efforts as another nice activity that someone will get involved with.  This is about each of us taking our faith and our Lutheran theology… and living it!

 

Today after Worship     My Brother’s Keeper Planning Session.  11-12:00  
You can stay and be  part of the planning and discussions. My Brother’s Keeper is our heading for the services and projects that we do to help others.  There are 3 areas that we organize our efforts into

   Hands of Hope   - Hands on service events.  We will plan some dates for the fall. Local opportunities to serve will be discussed. 
  Care and Relief    - Coordinating food and health care to those in need. Our local efforts for food and health care services will be discussed and any connections to World Relief that should be addressed          

    Seasonal Projects  - Service and Care projects connected to a season.   A fall "Back to school backpack stuffing" is first. 

 

Plan on contributing your time, thoughts, your smiling face, and your involvment in the weeks and months ahead!      Compassion is a fine emotion. Doing something about it... is good stewardship! 
               2010-2011   A Special Year of Caring 
       How many people can Hope touch?    
How many lives can we impact?  Go ahead and try to come up with a number in your head.  We can certainly touch some lives through our local programs and some through overseas efforts.   The fact is that many brothers and sisters on earth, in the year 2010, can be impacted by what we do here together at Hope Lutheran in the days ahead. 

 
 * Children’s Ministry for 2010-2011:   This is a high priority!   We are in need of someone willing to plan and coordinate some efforts for a Children’s Ministry.  Making plans to connect and relate to young adults and their children is a singularly important issue for Hope to address in this upcoming year.   If you are willing to be involved… Please talk to Pastor Joe.   There are possibilities and options to talk through but having willing, committed  lay help is crucial to this ministry.      Could everyone please pray about this situation… 
Thanks      to Pastor Secker for leading worship and preaching last Sunday.  We are thankful for your willingness to teach and share the Gospel!  Thanks
Campus Ministry Efforts

In order to keep everyone “in the loop” and allow for more involvement,  here is a summary of our current efforts with the college campus.

 -  Each incoming students that fills out the  UConn “religious preference card” and indicates Lutheran or general Christian receives a welcome letter during the summer and an email invite to come and explore Hope.  They are added to the “Connections” email list as well.    

 - Flyers are posted around campus during the first week of classes.  Flyers concerning music are posted in the music building. 
 - This year we hope to communicate about “short term mission opportunities that a NED missions coordinator is putting together. 

 - the first few weeks of worship will have special fellowship time and communications about ministry opportunities. 

 - Hopefully we can make some of our worship and small groups more user friendly for the next generation as well in the days ahead. 

District Wide Circuit Missions Celebration
Sunday Nov 7th at 3:00pm the Circuits of the New England District will gather for special worship celebrations and celebrate the blessings God has granted in the many varied mission opportunities for our District.  

It is an exciting time to be a part of God’s Church.
The NED hopes to have 1000 people in worship at the same time throughout New England.  Our circuit will probably not meet at Hope so we’ll try to do some car pooling to go to this adventure! 

Plumbing Issues

A couple points to communicate.  There is now a significant leak in the pipe leading from the road into the parsonage.  Water is seeping into the parsonage basement.  The University is also installing a meter/shut off box at the road.  Hope will now be charged for all our water consumption.  Repairing the leak of the pipe that leads into the parsonage will need to be timely, just after the shut off is created. .  

We did receive a check from the NED for $2276 sharing 50% of the last plumbing bill. 

Thanks to Aaron for all the work on putting the fences back up.  

We are so thankful as a church family for all that you do behind the scenes to make Hope Lutheran happen.  You’ve been a true blessing to us Aaron! 
Hope and the return of school:  Let’s make sure that in the next few weeks as students, and parents, and any families drop by the church to explore what goes on here…. That they find a well cared for place and most importantly that they encounter people willing to chat and take interest in them… YOU are Hope.  Let’s make the most of the next few weeks. 

Cleaning Sign Ups: 

Please take note of the cleaning sign ups.  Remember that we are sharing the load of caring for certain spaces.   Look at the charts in the foyer.  Can you “grab” a month! 
More “Music Technicians” are needed to handle the music.  We’ll be running the music off of a laptop playlist in the days ahead.   If you want to be a part of making this audio-visual technical program grow and develop…. talk to Pastor Joe about details. 
