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Lutheranism 101             Basics about Hope

Here are a few basic principles in how we approach being disciples 

Hope is a Christian Church:  We believe that Jesus of Nazareth truly is the Christ, the Messiah, God the Son who came here in the flesh.  We celebrate that He truly rose from the dead and that He conquered our problem of sin and death for us!   At Hope we share the “Gospel truth”… that a person is saved or forgiven of sin, by the grace of God through faith in Jesus as Savior!  It is our vision to grow as disciples of Jesus and to impact the lives of others with the Gospel.
Being a disciple is a way of life!   There is an emphasis at Hope on connecting your relationship with God to your daily life!  Our identity as a church is not based on programs and events it is about a way of life.  At our worship, in the small groups, and through our care ministries and service projects the emphasis is on exploring and experiencing the value of living God-centered each day!  We emphasize that being a disciple of Jesus is a way of life!   

Church is not a place where certain religious things happen
Church is not a vendor of certain religious goods and services

Church is…  a body of people called to be disciples!

We believe there is great value to Church being in your life

     -  It is healthy to have weekly Worship as a significant part of your life. 

     -  A church home will help your awareness of how best to live as a disciple of Jesus
     -  You have the opportunity for  spiritual discussions;  the opportunity to team up with others for service and ministries; the opportunity to build healthy relationships;  the opportunity to hear the truth of the Gospel message on a regular basis and to be reminded of God’s great love. 

            Hebrews 10:25   Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another…

         Romans 12:5-6   So in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to the others. We have different gifts according to the grace given us.
        Proverbs 21:1-3   A person may think their own ways are right, but the LORD weighs the heart.
     Card / Prayer Ministry after worship    -    TODAY
        Life Together    3rd Sundays of the Month   This is a special new prayer ministry that we think will have great connections out into our community and into many lives.   It will be about a  45 minutes session that we spend gathered to pray for and send cards to people.  
This is the planned format…
    - 15 minutes post worship (after some fellowship time)  we will gather in the fellowship hall around a table that will have boxes of cards and pens.  

    - We’ll have a list of some people to send cards to and will have recruited names at worship.   We’ll write out notes, all sign the cards, pray for the people, and have addresses put on and in the mail for Monday.   We’ll have phone books and the internet to help with any addresses. 

 Picture the impact of this ministry…. Envision principals of local schools getting a note that we are praying for them.  see people who have had tragedies getting cards… families with new babies… athletes at UConn… students  and professors… local politicians…  your neighbors… 
Card request        Please contribute to this ministry by suggesting people we can send cards to.  If you have a suggested name you can use the blank piece of paper found in your worship cover and then place it in the offering basket.  Or, you can write it on the clipboard found by the table with the “cards” in the hall. Please include an address or clues to an address if you can.

   Ashes to Easter  - Groups in your homes during Lent

Ash Wednesday is March 9th.  We’ll have a special prayerful service here at church that night to launch us into the season of Lent.   On all the following Wednesday nights we’ll have a small group setting that rotates to your homes. This will be our small “conversational” group setting in the spiritual life area.  The planned format is for a light soup supper with some fellowship time, then a prepared Lenten topic to explore, led by Pastor Nollet.   We are targeting a time frame of 6:30 – 8:00pm
First step is we are looking for commitments of “Hosts” for a Wednesday night. 
We’ll discuss with the “hosts” about the soup suppers.  The current plan is to have people sign up to bring a crock pot or two of soup.  There will be a chart in early March to gather an idea of the #’s of those interested in attending.  This can be a great opportunity to explore,  discuss, pray, and have some good fellowship
 

 Can you help reclaim the parking lot?    
As you are well aware… the snowbanks have taken away 10 or so spots in the parking lot.  Hopefully, they will reduce as the weather warms.  Can you pitch in to help with that process?

On warm days if we hack away at some of these very hard, icy snowbanks then we’ll let the warmth do its work.  So… feel free to drive to the church if it’s a warm day and cut into the snow banks and help us reclaim some parking spots! 
 Welcome to Boy Scouts of America  Venture Crew 422
     As you heard at worship last weekend there is a new Venture Crew that is associated with Hope.  They will be using the church as a home base for their activities and you’ll be seeing some signs and information about them at the church.   We are very glad to have started this relationship and look forward to another way for us to connect into people’s lives in the community right around us. 

Disciples and Personal Responsibility

No one can accuse Jesus of surprising His disciples with evangelistic nature of being a disciple.

He made it clear right from the start… “Come follow me… and I will make you fishers of men”

This relationship with Jesus impacted their schedules and their plans 

Part of being a disciple was that they were to seek out others and invite them into this relationship also! 
LOOK for ways to grow and challenge yourself as a disciple.   Take advantage of the spiritual life opportunities here at church.

LOOK for ways to invite someone to come and worship with you!!

       Hope Lutheran Church  -    Stewardship Promise

         
        As disciples of Jesus, we members of  Hope Lutheran Church recognize that everything we have and everything we are is a gift from God.  

        We believe that God calls each believer to return a portion of that which has been so freely given to us, not because of God’s needs, but as part of the good health of our souls.  We are able to celebrate God’s goodness to us, bear witness to God’s blessings, and connect these resources to the work of the Holy Spirit in the world around us. 
       As stewards of God’s bounty we are committed by faith to give, generously and joyously of our treasure, our time, and our talents.
Worship Teams   Serving Schedules!
The overall assessment of this system is that it has been a positive and beneficial way for us to handle the responsibilities of making our Sunday Worship Services happen. 

We do have some room to evolve and improve the schedules and teams.  

Some observations….

-When we developed the “teams” people were organized into handling a particular weekend of the month.  Possibly that weekend isn’t working out for somebody.

- Not all the teams have a balanced number of participating people. 

- The individuals on some teams might have strengths that another team could utilize.

The Serving Schedule Teams is posted on a board in the foyer.  Possibly, you can work on adjusting / trading / exchanging / recruiting…   and work together to form some more balance in the responsibilities of the teams. 
New Pub/Bistro Tables:   Thanks to the Potterton’s for donating the 6 new stand-up pub style tables in the fellowship hall.  This will hopefully allow for a little more moving around and socializing during our fellowship time!      These are a very nice addition! 
