Car Pooling to Groton!! 

            District Wide (all of New England)   Circuit Missions Celebration 
Sunday Nov 7th at 3:00pm the various Circuits of the New England District will gather for special worship celebrations.   Each district is hosting its own worship.  Our Circuit is meeting in Groton CT. 
The hope is that each church will be well represented!   It is a great chance to develop our strength as a team of churches with the same purpose and function together in New England! 
The NED hopes to have 1000 people in worship at the same time throughout New England.  

Fellowship of Christian Athletes   
Pastor Nollet is helping host a small group with EO Smith student athletes.  “Fellowship of Christian Athletes”  this group meets at Starbucks Friday mornings at 6:30 am.   We do a Bible Study and connects the walk of a believer with some of the concepts of sports and athletics.  Currently the group is about 6-7 high schoolers. Great start!   If you know of someone with interest… the more the merrier.  

Doors?  
Could some of the men who have had good thoughts and suggestions about the front door situation at the church get together and talk through how to make the repairs a reality.   The doors aren’t closing properly and there are security and weather concerns.  

Doing this as a team might be a fun rewarding project.  
Tuesday Night 6:30 - 8:00pm  "Living the Life You have Always Wanted”    We'll use some video and some Bible exploration during this 6 session adventure!  1st and 3rd Tuesdays in the Fireplace room. YOU are invited.  You didn’t miss the 1st session… it is Tuesday October 5th                     Make plans…    Come and see... 
Have YOU invited anyone to come to your church recently?  
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  Sermon Series starts today! 

                           “Living the Life You’ve Always Wanted! “ 
Here are some thoughts for this Sermon Series:   Am I the person God knows that I can be? Does the Good News involve some change happening inside of me?  Can I grow?   Do I want to?  What does a spiritually mature life look like?   Will I be able to do some of this?  Will I really be able to be different in some areas of my life? 

The Bible insists that the transformation of the human person is a true possibility!
 It begins to happen anytime that someone is serious about being a disciple and looks to arrange their life around this.  We are going to explore some of the why’s and how’s of this whole concept of living closer and closer to God!
For the next month at Worship and during the next 6 sessions of our Tuesday night Bible Study… we’ll be looking at some Scripture on this topic and trying to challenge ourselves about the whole possibility of “The Life as God would want for us”! .   
Ministry Opportunities:           Yes…? 
At announcements and in the “News” we mention about ways that you can plug in and be involved...   please take the time to challenge yourself whether YOU might be able to do some of these opportunities.  
In the foyer today…   Children’s Ministry      Serving at Worship        sponsoring Quinter…  
Hands of Hope: W are looking for names of people that might need help with outside clean up.  We have a service Event day scheduled for Oct 30th    It is a good way for us to “serve” people in the community!   See flyer on table in the foyer.
Plug In !    Be Involved! 

UConn Students…   here are some ways that you can “Be Involved” here at Hope during your time at school.
First… Why?     Well…. having “church” in your life isn’t an added burden!   
It is all a part of trying to live life to the fullest.   Growing closer and closer to God is an important part of your whole education and maturing.  Through church you have the opportunity to be challenged in your understanding of God’s relationship to you.  Through church you have the opportunity to team up with others to impact lives.  Through church you have the opportunity to develop relationships with people that can have an impact on your life (and hopefully you can affect others)    This whole “church” thing is made up of people from all walks of life… with different ways… different likes… and of different ages.  So, the answer to why?   …Is that…. being a part of church truly is a valuable, healthy part of trying to live life to the fullest! 
How?  We have various ministries that you can plug into and be a part of… or we have “service events” that you can join in on. 
Ministries:   1. Children’s Ministry:  You can help one Sunday or two a month with the Kid’s Discovery Hour (our Sunday School)    2. You can help “serve” at Worship with being a reader or communion helper.  There is a chart for that in the foyer.  3.  You can help with the Music Tech role.  We have people with a little computer savvy coordinate the button pushing for the music.  4. If you are a musician or have some talent to share… we’d all appreciate you sharing it. 
“Serving” Events:  Our group called “Hands of Hope” does some special “work” days to help people in the community.  The next one is coming up Oct. 30th   
Also we are connecting people into  “short term” mission trips.    

Home Visits:  Pastor Nollet is trying to get out to all your homes this month and chat about church… if there is a time that works best for you… contact ahead of time! 
Short term Mission Trips  
These are for  parishioners and UConn students.  Thre are a couple different opportunities that we can plug you into for short term trips you can do to serve others!
 U-Serve Spring Break 2011  
This is a mission trip to Haiti designed for college students. It is being organized by the New England District to take place during the Spring Break!  You can help repair an earth-quake damaged orphange in Bolosse just outside Port-au-Prince.  Estimated cost of the entire trip is $900.  Hope can help you with fundraising as individuals or as a team.   Look for more info at church. This is a great way to make a difference... and help "the least of these" Mt 25:40

Camp Pineshore Fix-Up 
We are coordinating a church mission trip to Camp Pineshore http://www.nelom.org/ in Western Massachusetts designed for parishoners as well as college students.  The plan is to spend 2 days and nights at the camp and work on a list of repairs and maintenance.  All we have left to do is to set a date. Pineshore Bible Camp is very pleased in our interest to help their mission.  Either November or April date are being looked at. 

Church health and Growth Workshop:      

                             Planting Gospel Seeds    while serving human needs
 When:           Saturday, October 30    10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Where:     Faith Lutheran in Groton CT.   
Pastor Nollet is going.  It would be great to have a car pool of interested members from here at Hope attend this Evangelism workshop  If you’d like to join in for the day… touch base. 

Students…   High School   / Middle School   / College   

                           Can you help sponsor an orphan in Kenya?

$40 dollars from you can make a huge difference.   
1001 Orphans:   Adopt an Orphan    This school year we will continue to sponsor an orphan girl in Kenya through Lutheran World Relief and Human Care. Quinter Atieno is 11 years old.    A $40 dollar commitment  from 10 students will cover her costs for the year. The cost is $400 dollars for the year.  If ten students are able to share $40 then she is able to go to school and have a connection for food and health care. ….   Most Kenyan orphans are forced to drop out of school because they have no parents to provide the required tuition and school uniform. The 1001 Orphans program covers funding for a child's education and also connects orphans with a Christian family and spiritual care 

   There is a chart in the foyer to make a commitment on!   

Am I living the life that God intended as a full possibility for me?  Or am I missing out? 











