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Music and Hope

I am so thankful for Robert Summers Potterton  III’s  contribution to our music ministry here at Hope. 
 Rob has truly brought something special to us at Hope.   We do not have in-house musicians that form a music ministry to bring music to our worship time.  Rob has created some digital recordings for us to sing to for our songs of prayer and praise to God.   
We just received a new batch from Rob that you’ll notice at Worship. Some of them are from the hymnal and some will be new songs for us to learn.   

Want to help with audio-visual stuff?  **Any high school or college students that are willing to get involved with the music tech role during worship please let Pastor Joe know.   

Please keep our whole music program and the audio-visual part of our worship experience in your prayers for the school year ahead as we look to connect the Good News into the lives of those around us! 

Praying for each other… During the week!   
You have the wonderful opportunity to support one another in prayer…   One of the benefits of journeying together through life as a part of a church home is that we can support and encourage ech other with our words and our actions!  Pray for each other!
A Good Cup of Coffee??

We now have a K-Cup coffee maker for our fellowship time!  If you like a good cup of coffee… you are all set!    Stay… sip… and chat!

*Let’s all be in charge of picking up K-cup coffee when we see it on sale and donating a 12 or 18 pack every now and then!!  
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News of Hope 
Painting and cleaning at the Cottage out back after worship today!  
If you can stay for a couple hours and “paint” in the cottage outback, there are a number of things we can get done today to help us get the cottage onto the market for rent.  

Roll up your sleeves and pitch in!   We’ll try and make a wrap up day for working on the inside painting,  washing windows… putting up window shades…  finish work on the inside… 

Are you able to be here?     Even if you have to run home… come on back and help out! We’ll have the grill going for hamburgers… we can make a productive fun adventure out of the day!   The more the merrier!  
My Brother’s Keeper

Please try to remember the food and health care items for the baskets in the foyer.  These are distributed to the needy in our area by the Mansfield Social Services.   Thanks to Pam Mejia for being the volunteer who brings these items to the town hall for us. 

Just pick up something on sale and drop it into the basket when you come to church!  
If anyone has interest in helping plan out a September event, ( such as the “Back to School backpacks)  chat with Pastor Joe
Good Coffee for Fellowship!!     See the note on the back! 

"Being Disciples" 

Below is the opening paragraph from the "Being Disciples" manual that is being developed to give to all members, to those involved at Hope, and to anyone that wants to know more about Hope. Look for this manual at church soon. 

What is Hope all about? 
All are welcome here! That is important to emphasize. Wherever people are at on their journey of faith they are welcome here. Hope is about people coming together to explore and grow in their relationship with God! 
Coming together as “church” ...is an opportunity for a person to nurture their personal relationship with God. 
Coming together as church ... gives us the opportunity to worship, to team up for ministry efforts, and to find ways to support and encourage each other! 
Hope is not all about denominations or particular archaic practices. 
It is all about being close to God, having a relationship with Jesus as Savior, and allowing that relationship to flow out into our daily lives. 

A good challenge for you:
   BE a shining light of God’s LOVE to others  in your family this week! 
3 Minutes a Day - A Prayer CHALLENGE 

Here is a wonderful opportunity for you to team up with others and pray... wherever you are! Please consider doing this prayer challenge throughout August. I truly think it will be an opportunity for us all to grow and an opportunity for us to seek God's wisdom and guidance for our church. 

Here is the plan. 

Can you committ 3 minutes each day during the month of August to pray for our church? 

We did a 3 minutes at 3pm during Lent one year and it was a positive experience. Maybe you are a morning prayer person, or evening, or maybe 3pm works for you. Whatever the timeframe, please consider making a serious commitment to stop (wherever you are) for a short moment every day during this month and pray for 3 minutes concerning Hope and our ministry efforts in the days ahead. Each week I'll share some specific concerns. 

Here are some prayer intentions for Hope that you can talk to God about for 3 minutes starting today!
- For the development of a Children's/Family Ministry at Hope this fall 
- For the development of a music ministry at Hope 
- For the planning and development of a booth at the "Festival on the Green" in Sept. 
- For the planning and development of positive connections to UConn students for the fall. 

- For  our sister Liz with her health challenges right now. 
There is truly something special about teamwork. It is especially true about teaming up together in prayer. Please be a part of the "prayer team" of HOPE this month and ask for God's Guidance; that He spark ministry interest people's hearts; and that He impact the lives of many people through each of our hearts and hands this fall. 

3 Minutes a Day... can YOU make this commitment? 
Thanks to Bob P, Shari and Fred Z, Randall G, Sam G, Johnny N, and Aaron G for all the work on the cottage! 

Next Week…  After Worship

   Card and Prayer Ministry Sunday.   Plan on staying around for an hour and filling our cards to mail to people in the community and throughout the state! 

